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residues from Lys600 to His685
were replaced with 15 amino

acids in which the N-terminal and
C-terminal residues were

conserved between human factor
V and the mini-protein. The mini-
protein was cloned into a pQE-30
expression vector, expressed in
Escherichia coli and purified to

homogeneity using a novel two-
step protocol. Eight mutants were
expressed and purified and their

thrombogenic properties
investigated. Four mutants were
chosen for further investigation.

The results show that the
introduction of the His-tag into

factor V had no significant effect
on its thrombogenic
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We thus hypothesized that

exposure of neonatal porcine
neurons to Glutamate receptor
antagonists (AMPA-KAR) during
the postnatal period could alter

neuronal apoptosis/survival
patterns, and thus evaluate the

feasibility of using neonatal
porcine lung cells as a useful tool
in investigating the mechanisms

of AMPA toxicity.
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likely to die says WHO The Sierra
Leonean president is speaking to
the nation. On Thursday, Sierra

Leone’s president Ernest Bai
Koroma spoke to the nation from

the midst of a deadly Ebola
outbreak that has killed 148

people and affected many more.
Ebola has spread from the

western, Liberian regions where
the outbreak began to reach

other Sierra Leone
neighborhoods. "This is the worst
outbreak of the Ebola virus since

the discovery of the virus,”
Koroma said. “The full force of
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government, with the leadership
and support of the people of

Sierra Leone, is mobilized to get
to the bottom of this epidemic.”
As of last week, health officials
confirmed 138 cases in Sierra

Leone and 24 in Liberia — 13 in
Sierra Leone and 11 in Liberia.
Koroma also announced that

there are now “more than 200
confirmed and suspected Ebola

cases in more than a dozen
districts in the affected western
counties of Sierra Leone.” Sierra
Leone is ranked by the United

Nations as the third most corrupt
country in the world. Koroma is
not the first president to come
under fire for those failings, as
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the Associated Press noted. Sierra
Leone was already “known to be

poorly governed, plagued by
corruption, and a hotbed for rebel

and extremist movements,” as
the Associated Press reported. As
The Guardian reported, the Ebola

epidemic "opened up an
unfavourable window into the

African state" and "some
commentators have questioned
the sincerity with which Sierra

Leone's
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