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with whatever the government says in support of another policy. But Americans should be able to trust what they hear from government officials about the interests of their country, as far as the record goes, regardless of which party is in power. You cannot accept what you hear from an official from the

other party. The problem, though, is that many liberals can’t accept what they hear from Republicans, either. Reports emerged this week that the IRS targeting of Tea Party and other conservative groups was actually just the tip of the iceberg. It is now known that the agency also launched aggressive
surveillance campaigns against liberal groups and that former IRS official Lois Lerner worked on a separate project during that time period to decide which groups would be subject to the scrutiny of the IRS. The left knew, and should have known, that this would eventually come out. If we expect political
opponents to be honest, we have to expect people who oppose our government policies to be honest as well. I’ve been one of those liberals. I have a lot of trouble with the Tea Party or with Republicans in general. However, I still take them seriously because I know they are sincere and, for the most part,

earnestly argue their positions. I do not want to be accused of partisan bias. It’s tempting to dismiss these arguments on the grounds that they are all conservative, and that’s why they aren’t to be trusted. In my opinion, this is a dangerous way to think. Liberals such as myself feel the need to debunk
conservative arguments. Conservatives need to be debunked as well. If the facts dictate that a conservative position is right or wrong, then we all need to know it. And both sides need to be willing to look at the facts and be willing to change if necessary. One of the signs that a position is right or wrong is

whether or not it can be defended. If a position can be defended, then we must come to accept its validity. If it can’t be defended, then it’s not a position that should be taken seriously. Conservatives need to defend their positions in the same way
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