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a.The statistics are jarring and profound: In just the last two years, California has lost about 20,000 jobs; tens of thousands of people, most
of them in rural communities, have left the state; serious shortages of jobs and housing are plaguing many parts of the state; and

Californians are having to get by on incomes that are dropping, down 13 percent since 2009. If the state's economic trajectory continues
down the current path, economic stress will become an even more urgent issue for leaders and voters, and the state's political future will be
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