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. . The Justice Department has started to build the case of whether a
false statement made by FBI agent Peter Strzok influenced the July

2016 presidential election. FBI Director Christopher Wray announced
on Thursday that the Justice Department will release a redacted

version of Strzok’s internal text messages to the public, a record first
set out by a federal judge in 2017 after Fox News revealed a trove of

anti-Trump messages between Strzok and FBI lawyer Lisa Page.
Strzok’s anti-Trump text messages were revealed by the Justice

Department in 2017. (Photo: screen grab/Fox News) “I want to believe
the path you threw out for consideration in Andy’s office — that

there’s no way [Trump] gets elected — but I’m afraid we can’t take
that risk,” Strzok texted to Page on Aug. 15, 2016. “It’s like an

insurance policy in the unlikely event you die before you’re 40.” The
text messages are part of the FBI’s confidential appendix to its

inspector general report on how the agency handled the investigation
into Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email server. The House

Oversight Committee released those texts in a separate investigation
in 2017 after newly discovered text messages between Strzok and
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Page appeared to contradict statements they made about their
opinions of Trump during the campaign. Strzok was reassigned from
the FBI’s counterintelligence division to the FBI’s human resources

division last summer, while his text messages with Page were
reviewed by the Justice Department’s inspector general. After that

review was completed, Wray recommended firing Strzok. According to
the inspector general, Strzok exchanged text messages with Page

beginning in June 2016, shortly after the presidential campaign
began, that were “anti-Trump, pro-Clinton.” The text messages

provide some of the first evidence that the FBI had to prevent the
public from becoming aware of “systemic bias” in the bureau against
then-candidate Donald Trump. Story continues Strzok was removed

from Robert Mueller’s special counsel team in late July 2017. On
Thursday, the Justice Department announced that Wray

recommended that Strzok be fired and that Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein concurred with that decision. “The FBI has accepted

the DOJ IG�
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