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outer fringes of our solar system, 53 light-years from Earth. With the discovery of the first and largest exoplanet outside our solar system, astronomers and scientists have suggested that other examples of planets beyond the Solar System may be found in near future. The newfound exoplanet, called HATS-6b, is not only the first planet that's been found with a mass more than
three times the size of Jupiter, but it's also the first one outside of our Solar System. "In just a few years, we've gone from feeling certain we'd never find another planet like ours, to discovering a new planet that may look even more like a gas giant than the Earth does," said Christopher Shallue, an astronomer at Carnegie Mellon University, who was not involved in the new
research. "It reminds us what a massive thing we're working on here." The HATS-6b planet lies 550 light-years away. It's about 22 times bigger than Jupiter and sits in a six-day orbit around its parent star. This artist's impression shows the new exoplanet HATS-6b, discovered with the High Accuracy Temporal Simulations for All wavelengths (HAT-6) instrument on the 1.6
meter Danish Telescope at the European Southern Observatory's La Silla site. Credit: ESO/M. Kornmesser; ESO/Digitized Sky Survey 2/A. Richichi The study was published online today (Sept. 11) in the journal Nature. "HATS-6 is a milestone because it is the first bona fide gas planet outside the solar system," study lead author Michał Kaminski, a researcher at the Institute
for Astronomy in Cambridge, England, said in a statement. "With HATS-6b in our hands, we now know we can look for smaller planets, and we know what to look for, and the question is whether we're going to find it." The new planet was spotted through the use of 1cb139a0ed
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