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lawyer for the estate of a man shot and killed at a Tennessee Walmart as shoppers gathered to pay their bills was allowed to argue to jurors that he was protected by state law because he was carrying a legally owned handgun. William Quinn, with the Memphis law firm of Minor, Callaway & Galbreath, told jurors Wednesday in Memphis Shelby County Court that Tony Sanchez’ s death in December was accidental
He said he was assaulted by a security guard who searched him in the dark in the store’ s parking lot, leading to his death. “The only reason that took place was because this security guard was acting in violation of state law,” Quinn said. Quinn also said Sanchez didn’t have a dangerous weapon. He said investigators never claimed Sanchez was armed or that he pointed a gun at anyone. The guard, Jonathan Melekia,
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only after Sanchez ran. “If Mr. Sanchez was brandishing or pointing a gun at that time, you can’t have a man pull agun, have a criminal act, and go into the course of events and say it was self-defense,” Quinn said. Sanchez was carrying alegally owned Glock handgun, Quinn said. The guard, Melekia, told investigators that he pulled a gun from his holster as he searched Sanchez. Quinn said the guard acted
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