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October 2010 The phone rings.
Another London Underground

music quiz? I'm a London
Underground snob, I confess. I
don't go on the tube more than
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once or twice a day and it is
perhaps best to not think about
what it would be like when you

do. But I know my fares. So I get
an alert text on my mobile phone
that the Bakerloo Line Tube has

passed the spot where I'm staying,
and I know that the code I've

been given will allow me to get on
without paying for the fare. This
is one of a series of alerts. But on

this occasion there's a slight
problem - the first 25 lines or so
of the Tube journey go without
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the alert code. I don't want to
panic the passengers on the line,

so I just stay quiet. After an
agonising 20 minutes of nothing
happening, I break the silence to
blurt out "Hello, it's me, can you
hear me?," only to hear the reply
"Oh my God, is that you? It's so
good to hear your voice." I was

speaking to a kind-hearted
stranger called Marina. It turns
out that there is a code on the
Tube that alerts every single
passenger on the line to your
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presence. Once you've been
alerted, it takes three hours to be

picked up by the nearest
transmitter, which is out in Surrey
and has a range of 400 miles. It's
a good idea, of course. Marina

got on the train from Waterloo a
full 30 minutes early, and then

while the train was still moving,
she alerted everyone. Bravo,
Marina. If I had one of those
alerts I'd be a bit more of a
twat.The interaction of the

antiparkinson drug, benztropine,
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with inositol trisphosphate
binding sites in rat striatal

membrane preparation. The
actions of the anti-Parkinson

drug, benztropine, on the inositol
1,4,5-trisphosphate-evoked

mobilization of inositol
phosphates and inhibition of

Ca2+-dependent ATP hydrolysis
were studied in a rat striatal
membrane preparation. The

inhibition of the inositol
trisphosphate induced

mobilization of inositol
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phosphates was concentration-
dependent (EC50 = 8.7 X 10(-7)

M) and was reversible. The
benztropine binding
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